Comenius Forest Tales: Play

1. Prologue / guard of the universe
Darkness
Voices (off: you only hear a recording)
Guard of the universe
: It can`t go on like this anymore.
                                            The earth is rotten and the balance of the universe is in





  danger.  

                                            Counteraction must take place. 
  Let the machine choose the proper candidates.
Monitors flicker and a search run starts
People and faces in different situations appear (in bed, at breakfast, in front of the computer etc. they are zoomed in. People in the search run include the main characters from the play). The pictures of the 6 chosen  main characters flicker in red. 

Stage goes dark again.
Guard of the universe:
The six chosen people are localized.

Turn on transmitters and start beaming them in.
                                              We are calling for Italy, Poland, Lithuania, Germany, 
Turkey and Finland.
Loud noise
Students are beamed on stage: stroboscope light

Students get up and start talking in different languages, they are irritated where they are and they are afraid. Where are we? They talk a little bit about what situations they were taken out of.
Guard of the universe:  
We are the guards of the universe. We are worried. –The forest on your planet is being destroyed and the existence of your galaxy is in jeopardy.
A Film is shown, which shows the forest burning, the forest being polluted and things go wrong on earth.
Students: Oh, my word, that looks just awful!
Guard of the universe: 
You are the chosen ones to save the forest, so that the balance can be restored and everything will be saved.
Students: We can`t do that!
Guard of the universe:   You have to, we will help you. Turn on the transmitter and localize the country. Start the beaming process. 3-2-1-go!

Stroboscope light
· A map of Europe is shown. The countries are zoomed in. Something from every country is shown to make sure it is clear what country it is. 
· The students are beamed in their home country to go on a mission to save the forest in their country. (this is the same procedure before every country`s scene!)
The students „fall“ one after the other in a country and there take on a role with the help of certain things (red cap for Poland (Little Red Riding Hood) and so on). With that they slip into the main character of the scene. 
2. Italy  (theme: rubbish/pollution)
 Main character: girl: Maria

Witches: Joanna and her sisters

 The bandit -Fra Diavolo

The trash monster

Map of Italy, pictures are shown to recognize it is taking place in Italy now. Zoom in:
Scene:
The scene opens in a circular place surrounded by trees. It should represent a well known area entitled to the witch Joanna  ( between Mount Redentore and Mount Petrella. 
Witches dance around a fire and throw different herbs in the fire. The dance doesn`t seem very dynamic but tired. They slow down and stop dancing.

They talk about the reason  they can`t do their traditional dance anymore. Their witch power gets less and less, since they can`t cook their pasta anymore because the necessary  herbs are missing. They don’t  grow anymore because there is a trash monster in the forest, which eats them and rules the forest. It is a catastrophe for Italy! They really need help.
Dialogues

Joanna – This is terrible. I feel so tired. I can’t dance anymore.

Witches-  Yes, it’s true. We are loosing our powers. But we can’t stop.

                 Come on, come on, keep on dancing

They try ... but they stop dancing and sit down around the fire                 

 Witches -We have to find a solution, Joanna. 

                 We are in big trouble. 

                 Our forest is in danger

                 The monster that eats all our Herbs is getting stronger and stronger.

                  What can we do?
                 We must stop him, before it is too late. The richness of our Mediterranean     

                 area is no longer safe- no more herbs- no more help from plants- no more –               recipes-  no more pasta

Joanna -  Oh yes, my sisters. You are right. Our forest is changing. It’s  also getting drier and  drier....Sing with me   

The witches say a certain chant, in which they ask for help (this chant could be done in the Italian language)
 RAP SONG- 
The witches sing  -

Noi siamo streghe, facciamo questa festa

Per salvare  l’intera foresta

Con questa danza vogliamo liberare

Tutta la foresta da ogni male

Noi siamo streghe, danziamo intorno al fuoco

Ma oramai ad un ritmo molto fioco

Perché il mostro ha divorato tutte le erbette

E noi siamo disperate senza le ricette

Origano, timo e rosmarino più non abbiamo

Perciò la pasta cucinare non possiamo

Qualcuno in nostro aiuto deve venire

Perché il mostro possa sparire.
A girl (Italian girl: name Maria) falls into the picture (she was taken away from her computer, eating pizza). She looks around very scared and surprised for the place and even if she is attracted by the scene, she is afraid.

Maria -           What is that ? Is it a dream? They are witches ..Oh my God I can’t     
( to herself )  believe this.

Joanna leaves the group and goes towards her 

Maria-     Who are you ? What do you want from me ?

Joanna- Don’t be afraid. We won’t hurt you. I’ m Joanna and these are my sisters. We live here and we sing and dance to save the forest. But there is a terrible monster and we are loosing our powers. You have been chosen by the guard of the universe to fight against the monster and save the herbs and plants of the forest.      

Maria- I’m sorry.  But I….I think you have the wrong person. I have nothing to do with the forest. I was in my room .. at the computer 
Witches: You are our heroine. Here - take your sword and shield. You have to fight the terrible monster. Someone must stop him or the life of this forest is gone. You have an important task. 
Maria- But…but … I am not a hero. I don’t know what to do. I want to go away from this place. 
She turns and looks around to go away

Witches: We won’t let you go home unless you help us. Otherwise there will be no more cell phone, computer, pizza, pasta…Our special herbs don’t grow anymore – Look around yourself.

She looks around, in the bushes, under the trees, ect and she realises what that would mean and her attitude changes, when she was chosen she was just sitting at her computer with a piece of pizza in her hand.
 Maria- Now I understand. I think I must try to change things. I’m ready

The Girl takes the sword and the shield and starts walking towards the forest. 

Maria- Good-bye Joanna. I hope I can do this. I would like to see you all again.
Witches: Good luck – you will be our heroine. Don’t be afraid and remember, in the forest, you will find a dark and strange person that could help you. His name is Frà Diavolo. Remember this name, you are not alone.

Maria starts walking towards the forest
The forest grows dark and she appears to be standing in a hostile environment. Branches reach out for her, dark figures come towards her and circle her in. It is a frightening situation. Maria starts struggling, moving.

Maria ( to herself)  No fear! I can do it.  Yes, yes, I can. It’s so dark… I’m all alone. I can’t make it. This is terrible Who can help me?

Yelling. Help me please! Who can help me? Can someone hear me?
Fra Diavolo appears, saying he spoke to Joanna  who sent him to help the girl.

Fra Diavolo- Don’t worry Maria. Here I am. Joanna told me about the situation. I’m here to help you – Don’t scream, don’t be afraid. You are lucky to have me at you side I know the forest very well

Fra Diavolo manages to save her from the trees 

Maria- Oh thank you, thank you,  it was terrible!  Now you will help me with the monster

Fra Diavolo- I am on your side but you are the chosen one and you will have to save the special herbs by yourself. 

Maria-But how can I fight against the monster alone? He is ferocious and stronger than me.

Fra Diavolo- this monster was born from the rubbish scattered in the forest and now he is eating the special herbs- rosmarino, origano, timo, we use to cook pasta. He has a magic stone around his neck. You must get it and the forest will live again. Are you ready?

Maria – Yes let’s go on.
As they immerge further into the forest they meet the trash monster and after a long fight (with long poles) she blocks him and Maria takes his stone , destroying it- The monster will run away

The monster- You cannot destroy my powers . The forest is mine ha-ha. You cannot find your precious herbs anymore.I have swallowed them all. Ha-ha
Maria( With new strength) I am not afraid of you. The forest is also mine and I am ready to fight for it.
Fra Diavolo – Look! The herbs are safe, they are growing again . Its wonderful , we have origano and rosmarino again, The forest is safe thanks to you

Maria – and to you, It would not have been possible without your help
Fra Diavolo says his goodbyes to the girl and the girl returns to the witches.

They are very happy when they see that she saved  the forest and brought some herbs back with her. They keep smelling the herbs and they are happy

Joanna – Oh Maria You are back you have brought all the missing herbs with you. How wonderful

Witches- Very good Maria – Well done little girl. Good job! What a perfume|.

All of a sudden the forest changes again. You see people standing in the background (they represent the trees). From the back they are dressed in dark and represent the polluted forest but now they slowly turn around and the front is light. The forest is saved. The forest is beautiful again and everyone is happy
Joanna and her sisters gather round the fire and a special music starts- The tarantella- The pizzica. Their dance is a full of energy and becomes faster and faster.

Rap song again:
Noi siamo streghe, facciamo questa festa

Perché abbiam salvato la nostra foresta

Ghiande, origano,corbezzolo,  ginestra

Questa è la nostra foresta.
Queste piante abbiamo ritrovato

E la foresta abbiamo preservato

Prendi le ghiande che sono sulla quercia

Per conservare la nostra saggezza
Raccogli i corbezzoli che son come brillanti

E che fan gola a molti briganti,

Strappa la radice della liquirizia

Che è una grande delizia,

Infine gettiamo questa ginestra

Per continuare la nostra festa.

Maria- Good- bye Joanna – I will never forget you

The girl`s mission is over and she is beamed back home. The sword and the shield remain in stage as she is beamed out.

3. Poland (theme: cutting down trees)
Main character: girl: Agnes
Map of Poland, pictures are shown to recognize it is taking place in Poland now. Zoom in:
Girl is being beamed on the stage:  She gets up and realizes she is in the middle of a forest. 

A red cap and a basket are laying in front of her.
Grandmother (off, you only hear the voice): “Little Red riding Hood when are you finally coming to see me? Put on the red cap and take the basket!”
Girl: Who are you? And what is this supposed to mean (holds up the cap)?
Grandmother: It`s me - your grandmother.
Girl: Oh, okay, and what should I do?
Grandmother: I need to be eaten by the wolf, otherwise the fairy tale can`t go on.
Girl: Okay, I understand.
Girl puts on the cap and takes the basket. From then on she represents Red Riding Hood.
.

Girl: Alright and where is the wolf now?

Grandmother: Well that is the problem. He is gone and nobody knows where he is.
Girl: Mmh … I can try and find him with my GPS over my cell phone. Hang on. See, there he is. He is on vacation in the Caribbean. Not bad! I would like to be there too.
You see a picture in the background with the wolf, laying in the sand with sunglasses on and a drink in his hand.
Girl calls him.
Girl:   Hey man, what`s up, this is little red riding hood. What are you doing in the Carribean? You are needed here. You have to eat my grandmother!

Wolf: Hey, you know I am just chilling here. There are no trees in the forest anymore, so I can`t hide. Look around the seven dwarfs are cutting down the whole forest.
Girl, looks around: Why do they do that?

Wolf: I don`t know, maybe they have gone crazy. So do something sister, or I will never come back.
Picture of the wolf is gone.
Girl walks around and leaves the stage.
. 

Stage goes dark.
Stage is full of trees (played by people) when the light comes on again.
Here come the seven dwarfs and rap:

We are the seven hot dwarfs and cut down the trees,
We do that so everybody sees,

The forest sales – so no more fairy tales

And we will be RICH!

They walk towards the trees and start cutting them down.
Girl watches them and sees that they cut all the trees down. She is horror-stricken. 
Girl:  Are you crazy. You can`t just cut down the whole forest.
Dwarfs (angry):  Of course we can. Snowwhite has moved away and we don`t feel like doing the fairy tales by ourselves. We might as well cut the trees, sell the wood and become rich and wealthy.
Girl is irritated.

Girl: And where is snowwhite now?

Dwarf:  She works as a model in New York. She was tired of the stress with the stepmother.

Girl calls snowwhite (ring sound)
Snowwhite (answers the phone in a high pitch voice): Snowwhite!

Girl: Ey Snowwhite, this is ittle red riding hood. We need you here in the forest. Don`t leave me alone here. We also have cool forest fashion here now. 
(dwarfs start walking the stage as if it was a catwalk and present their clothes)

Snowwhite: I really don`t feel like meeting my stepmother. Remember she wants to kill me.
Girl: Don`t worry about her, your stepmother is always gone. She has many appointments with doctors for plastic surgery to finally look better than you. Just come home please.

 Snowwhite: Ok. If it is that important to you.
They hang up the phone.
Stage goes dark.
When light is on again you see a dense forest on stage (trees everywhere)
The wolf is hidden behind a tree. The Grandmother walks along on a path with a walking stick in her hand.

The wolf jumps on her and catches her and drags her out.

Little Red Riding Hood watches the scene.

The Wolf comes back out and wipes his mouth as if he had just eaten. He looks satisfied and rubs his stomach.

Girl: Wolf, you can`t eat my grandmother here, she has to be eaten in her house. Just like it takes place in the fairy tale.
Wolf:  Yeah, Red Riding Hood, I know but since I was gone and didn`t eat for a while I was so hungry. I just couldn`t wait.

But now that the forest is no longer cut down, we can play the fairy tale right next time. I promise. High Five!
Girl: You are just one of a kind, you know (laughs).
While she is laughing she is beamed out and leaves the stage. 
The red cap and the basket remain on the stage.
Stage goes dark.
Voice (off): Without forest, no fairy tales, without fairy tales, no people, without people ….
4. Turkey (Theme: scientific search for a plant to save the planet)
Main character: girl: Fatma , (Emel and Abdullah: smart school kids with glasses on)
Map of Turkey, pictures are shown to recognize it is taking place in Turkey now. Zoom in:
Narrator:
Humanity destroys their environment and also itself. The plants and animals are in danger. They will die out if nothing happens. An ark, just like Noah`s Ark was built by the association “A future for our youth”. 

Everything is arranged but we are missing one specific plant. It is an important plant that has its origin thousand of years ago. If we can`t find that plant the ark can`t be launched and all the work we put into it will be for nothing. That plant only grows in turkey.
We found two students who are very talented and interested in science and biology. We order them to search for the rare plant. It has to be found.
You see the two friends walking around in the forest. They are exhausted from looking for the plant. They don`t know where to look anymore.
Emel:
 I am so tired, we keep finding all kinds of things but not that one plant. I don`t feel like looking anymore. It can`t be that important.

Abdullah:
I don`t want to search anymore either. 
Emel:
And what do we do now?

The light changes. A dark figure appears – you can only see a shadow and hear the voice.
Devil:    You are right. It all doesn`t make sense. It is a lie that there is no balance in nature anymore. Don`t listen to them. There is no plant to save the world. Just keep walking straight and don`t look right or left. That is your true destination.
Abdullah:
 Maybe that plant really doesn`t exist. It was just a campaign by the media to scare everybody.
Emel:       And what about the ark?

Abdullah: We have never seen it. So how do we know it even exists? Come on, let´s just go.
A loud bang and a girl appears in front of them. Emel and Abdullah take a few steps back and are frightened. 
Abdullah:
 Who are you? You just show up like a ghost.

Fatma:
I am not a ghost. I was beamed here.
Emel and Abdullah:
Beamed? (they stare at her in disbelief)
Fatma:
Well it doesn`t  really matter how I got here. But I am sent to solve an important task. It has to do with you. You look like you are on an expedition.
Abdullah:
That`s exactly right.

Emel: 
We are looking for a rare plant, which is supposedly very important for the balance of nature and humanity.

Abdullah: 
I think that is all exaggerated with the balance of nature, they just want to make us believe it.
Emel:

Yeah, I agree.

Fatma:          oh, come on, listen to you. You don`t actually believe that. You are just frustrated because you haven`t found it.
Emel:        Mhhhhm…

Fatma:          Maybe we just have to figure out the ecological connection. Detect the signs of the forest and then we will find the plant we are looking for.
Abdullah:       Quch, someting just bit me. That burns like hell.
Emel:       Look around, there are thousands of ants. 
Abdullah:       What are they carrying? It looks like a walking street of leaves with seeds on it.
Fatma:           I wonder where they get that stuff from. Let`s go and follow them.
Emel:       Here are the plants. Wow, how nice they look. See all the different colors! 

Fatma:           It looks like ants spread their spores and in exchange they eat the leaves. Now you see, it is a well-functioning ecosystem. 
Hey, do you think this could be the plant, we are looking for?
Emel:         Yeah, it has to be that one. 

Fatma:           I will dig one of them out. Who knows how long there will be a forest left. (she starts digging and holds the plant in her hand)
The light changes, a dark figure appears – the devil – you can only see the shadow and hear him talking. He is talking to Abdullah. Emel and Fatma freeze (don`t move).                      
Devil:        Abdullah it is your plant. You saw it first.  They want to betray you. Don`t let them take it from you. If you give the plant to me, I will give you a lot of money and you will be a rich and powerful man.
 Abdullah to devil:           And the danger for the forest, the animals and the people. What about that? 
 Devil:        Everything is a lie. Don`t worry about it. Let me take care of that.
The devil disappears. Abdullah jumps on Fatma who is holding the plant in her hand and tries to grab it from her.

Abdullah: It is mine, it is mine (he is going crazy)
Emel tries to help Fatma, but it seems impossible to stop Abdullah, he seems to have a supernatural power.

All of a sudden you see a bright light. Dede Korkut (the hero) appears all dressed in white with a long pole in his hand (just like the movie: Lord of the rings)

All other actors are in freeze (don`t move).         
Dede Korkut: Don`t let him entrap you. He is the devil of the underworld. He wants to take over the world und take you into his dark kingdom. 
The Devil appears all in dark, also holding a long pole in his hand.
Devil:         You will not stop me!
They are having a pole fight in black light you can only see the poles and the devil and Dede Korkut wearing masks fighting with each other. The Devil is conquered. 
The light changes and everybody comes out of the freeze. Abdullah holds the plant in his hand.
Abdullah:              What have I done? I am so sorry, it was like something took hold of me. Please forgive me. Here, take the plant, I am afraid it could happen again. 
Emel:              Come on, let`s hurry up and take the plant to the ark, it might not be too late. So that our children will also remember in the future how green it is in the forest and how blue the sky can be.
Abdullah:                Fatma, you are coming with us, right?
Fatma:                  Of course, I am coooommiiiing………….

As she speaks she is beamed away. In the background you see pictures of the beautiful landscape and children playing. 
5. Lithuania:    (theme: Problem with the population of rabbits, because the wolves got shot by hunters) 
Main character: Girl named Marianna

Map of Lithuania, pictures are shown to recognize it is taking place in Lithuania now. Zoom in:
Rabbits hop around a miserable looking wolf. The rabbits wear masks, they are having fun and laugh at the wolf.
Wolf:  I can`t go on like this anymore. This is not a wolf`s life. Isn`t there a hunter who can shoot me?
The student Marianna is beamed into the situation. In front of her on the ground lays a rifle.
The rabbits keep their distance to the girl and are frightened but also curious.
Wolf:  Finally, there you are. Shoot me!
Marianna: What are you saying? Shoot you? I am not a hunter and I don`t have a rifle.
Wolf:  There is a rifle right in front of you. So go on and shoot me.
Marianna: No, I don`t want to. Why should I shoot you? You didn`t harm me in any way. And also – I like wolves.
Girl: freeze

The rabbits look at each other and get nervous.
Rabbit: What is going on? (rabbit language: sssssss……)

Wolf:  I guess the attitude of hunters have changed? 
Girl shrugs her shoulders.

Marianna:  Why do you look so miserable and hungry? Oh my god, I can see all of your bones sticking out of your body. You hardly look like a wolf anymore.
Rabbits giggle
Wolf: to the rabbits: Yeah, just laugh at me and make fun of me. (to girl)
And you think I am funny looking too! I have a miserable life nowadays.
Marianna:  Well, just tell me - what happened to you?
 Wolf:  The local hunters shoot all of us. My whole pack was killed. And now I can`t hunt normally anymore-  in a pack like wolves do. If I try and hunt alone the rabbits make fun of me. Look at them. (points to the rabbits)
Just now the girl realizes all the rabbits standing there watching them. The rabbits stare at them.
Marianna: Mmmmh … (nods and understands)
Wolf:  I haven`t eaten in days. The rabbits get cheekier with me every day. They treat me like crap. And they become more and more – it`s a lot of trouble for me.
Rabbits: giggle
Marianna: to the rabbits: Be quiet, this is a serious conversation. 
To the wolf: Why do they shoot all of you?

Film is shown: you can see more and more houses being built, fields and pets, it shows that people have taken over the forest to have more land for themselves.
Wolf: The people built new houses everywhere and make more and more fields accessible. They push the forest back and with that also its animals and my food.
Only the rabbits like it and hop around like crazy. Just we have a hard time catching them, because we don`t have anything to cover us. So what are the consequences? We started hunting sheep and cows. So the hunters shot us and now almost all wolves are dead.
Marianna: That is terrible. How inconsiderate and blind of the hunters. 
Wolf:  So you see, we don`t have a chance. And I don`t want to live a life like this. Now that you found out how things are, please shoot me and put an end to it.
Marianna: No, sorry I can`t do that!
Wolf: Oh, listen, I can already hear the hunters (sound). Hurry up. I rather have you shoot me than them.
Marianna: No … never! Let me think!
Rabbits, come over here (rabbits go to her) She talks to them, you can hear the rabbits talking quietly in rabbit language (sssss…..)

Marianna: So, you all, there is no other way, you need to let the wolf catch you from time to time. That is your destiny.
 Rabbits: nervous and scared:  ssssssssss

Marianna: That is the law of the forest. 
Wolf: She is right!
Marianna:  If you don`t do that, you become too many and the hunters will merciless hunt you down too, until you don`t exist anymore.
 Rabbits:  ssssssssss 

Marianna:  I can hear the hunters coming. Attack them, mix them up and confuse them so that the forest and the animals can be in balance again.

Hunters come out and want to shoot the wolf.

Hunter: There is one (pointing to the wolf). Let`s get him. (They get ready to shoot)
Marianna: Rabbits – now it`s your turn!

The rabbits start attacking the hunter and mix them up, they are totally confused of what is happening. 
Hunter: My goodness, all the rabbits have gone crazy.

Marianna: No wonder (rabbits watch the scene), if you shoot all wolves, there is no natural enemy left for the rabbits and they develop into a plague. Then they will eat your vegetable and crops that you plant on your fields. 
The hunters look around.
Hunter:  I must agree, you, whoever you are, are right. We will limit the number of wolves that we shoot, so that the rabbit population is cut back to normal. Thank you for your advise.
The hunters leave the stage.

Marianna: (to wolf)  I hope you won`t be hunted anymore.

Wolf:  Thank you – unknown friend. I will not forget what you did for us wolves.
You hear a beamsound and the girl disappears, the rifle stays on stage. The rabbits freeze in astonishment. 

The wolf uses the situation to grab one of them.

Wolf: makes eating sounds and looks happy.
Black out
6. Germany (theme: Forest is cut back to built a wellness hotel)
Main character: girl: Sabine (group of teenagers)
Map of Germany, pictures are shown to recognize it is taking place in Germany now. Zoom in:
1. Scene: meeting point on a clearing in the forest
A group of teenagers meet at their meeting point in the forest. It is a wonderful clearing in the middle of the forest. They decorated their place with things from the forest. They sit on logs and are in a good mood.
Two sit and talk quietly. One shows another music on his cell phone. It is a normal day, they are chilling. They talk about various things.
Felix: Hey did you watch forrest gump last night on TV?

Ashley: Yeah, it was so sad especially when his mom died.

Stella: (from the background): That was really sad!
Victor: (to Lulu): Did you already do the physics homework for tomorrow?
Lulu: I already know I can`t do it. I just don`t understand physics. I wanted to copy them off of you tomorrow.
Susanna (looks at her watch): Boa, it is already late, I have piano lessons today. Let`s meet again next week.
Everybody gets up.
On the edge of the woods you see a woman standing, watching the teenagers with binoculars. She looks like a business woman.
Stella: Bye, see you.
Lulu: Victor, I see you tomorrow in school then. Don`t forget the physics homework. 

Ashley: Later alligator!
Teenagers walk away and off stage.
The business woman walks to the meeting point, looks around, kicks stuff around. She nods and looks satisfied, rubs her hands and leaves the stage.
Light goes out!

2. Scene: In a cafe
The same business woman negotiates with two men, who look like rockers. They talk quietly, but intensive, so that you can`t really understand what they are saying.  
You can see she is trying to convince them for a deal. Finally they agree to her terms and shake hands.

Rocker makes a sign for her to give them the money. The business woman gets out some money and gives it to them fastly, so nobody notices. They put the money away quickly, get up and leave the café. The business woman stays and looks satisfied about the deal. 
Light out!
3. Scene: Meeting place in the forest by night
A group of rocker appears at the meeting point. The two from the café are also involved. They wear masks. They destroy the place and put trash everywhere. They „decorate“ the place with rubbish and put empty bottle all over the area. When they are done- they leave.
Light out!
4. meeting place: next day
The business woman appears. She takes pictures of the place with all the trash and bottles. She is grinning, looking very happy.
Light out.
5. Telephone conversation between the forestry office and the city council
Forestry office: Forestry office, my name in Interham, how can I help you?
City Council: Hello, this is Mrs. Müller from the public construction authority of the city council. We have a problem. We received pictures of the forest section 23c – 34d. The clearing is totally devastated and filthy.
Forestry office: Hang on a second please, let me check my papers. That section is used by a group of teenagers. 

City Council: Well, there you have it. The youth nowadays. It is embarrassing how they treat nature. They smoke, drink and are too lazy to take care of their trash. 
Forestry office:  I can understand that you are angry. But is has always been a very reliable group and they took great care of the forest. We have to see for ourselves. If it is true we have to lock that part of the forest down, of course.

City Council: Does tomorrow morning work for you?
Forestry office:  Yes, let`s meet at 10o`clock at the clearing.
6. meeting place, a few days later
The teenagers walk towards their meeting place. They have no idea what to expect and are in a fine mood, until they realized what happened.
Felix: Boa, what happened here?
Ashley, Stella, Lulu and Dilara arrive at the scene, they are talking, while they walk towards their place.
 Lulu: oh, crap!
Ashley: Oh, no, what`s the matter here. All this stuff (holds up trash: she is disgusted). 
Dilara: Hey guys, I can`t believe this.
Lulu: Well obviously somebody trashed our place and destroyed everything.
Susanna: Who does something liked that and destroys our place? (takes a step to the audience)

Everybody (shrug shoulders and say it altogether): Who does that?
Stella: Quit feeling sorry for yourself and start cleaning up.
Felix: Can we make it?

Everybody: YES, WE CAN!
As soon as they want to start cleaning up, two people come. One is from the office of forestry and one from the city council.
City Council:  Aren`t you ashamed to treat nature like this. It`s a scandal!
Lulu: But it wasn`t us who did this.

City council: Well tell that somebody else. I don`t believe you. Teenagers are all the same. 

Dilara: But it wasn`t us. Why should we destroy our own place?
Felix: Yeah right. Why destroy what we built up.
Ashley: It doesn`t make any sense.
Forestry office: But it sure looks like that.
The woman from the city council shakes her head in disbelief and puts up a sign saying “No trespassing” 

City council: From now on I don`t want to see any of you here anymore. Go, or I will have to call the police.

The two people (forestry office and city council) leave the place.
The teenagers don`t know what to do. They feel discouraged.
Stella: Eh, how mean is that?
Ashley: That`s it. It is over.
Felix: Hey, we can`t just give up like that.
Susanna: I really don`t feel like meeting the police and get in bigger trouble.
Lulu: Let`s just go.
A sound. A young girl is beamed to the scene.
Ashley: Who are you? Where are you coming from all of a sudden? What do you want? 

Sabine: Where am I? What is going on?
Felix picks up a camera from the ground. 

Felix: Here, is that yours? I guess you lost it.
Sabine hesitates and looks around. Then she takes the camera.
Ashley to Lulu:  You know what? I bet she is somebody from the newspaper.

Lulu: Yes, she wants to write something saying it was us destroying the place.
Sabine looks bewildered.

Felix (ironic): The main thing is that something interesting happened again. Isn`t that the point? If there is nothing else the news can write about. 
Sabine: But I have no clue what is going on. Can somebody please fill me in and maybe tell me where I am?

Ashley: Well, let`s move over here. You never know who might be spying on you. (they walk to a corner)
Sabine listens to what they tell her. It is quiet and you can hardly hear what they say. Sabine shakes her head in disbelief. 
Sabine turns away from the goup.
Sabine: That can`t be right. It seems so set up. I guess I could try and see what I can find out. But you have to help me.

They don`t know me. I will pay the office of forestry and the city counil a visit and see what I can find out.
You, just keep your eyes and ears open. Maybe you hear something about it. I guess if it wasn`t one of you, somebody was hired to do this. Where and when can we meet again?
Felix: The day after tomorrow in the afternoon in the cafe next to the city council. 
Sabine: Ok, see you then.
Light out.
7. Forestry office:
Stage: Two people sitting across from each other on a table. On one side you see the man from the forestry office, on the other side Sabine, dressed like a reporter (with a camera, paper and pencil to write something).

Sabine: Hello Mr. Interham, thanks for taking the time for me. My name is Sabine Holmes and I am with the (she is thinking) morning press. Here is my card (shows him something fast, you can see it is not a journalist ID).

I am writing a story on reckless behaviour of teenagers today. I heard that something like that just happened in your forest.
Forestry officer: Yes, that is correct. We have pictures that indicate teenagers destroying a part of our forest. I was there myself to see if it is true and it appears that way.

Sabine: May I see the pictures? Who gave them to you?
Forestry officer: The sender is unknown. But I was there myself. We had to seal the area after that.

 Sabine: And what happens with the area now?

Forestry officer: That is not my decision to make. That section doesn`t belong to my jurisdiction.

Sabine:  Can you tell me anything else about the incident?

Forestry officer: I am sorry. I have to get back to work now. I`ve told you more than enough already.
8. Scene: in the cafe at night
Two teenagers (Victor and Stella) talk to a few guys from the rock scene.

Victor: Do you have any idea who might have destroyed our place in the forest?
Stella: smiles at one of the rockers.
Rocker 1: No idea!
Rocker 2: Hang on, I remember something. Last night….(is thinking), yeah I heard one drunk guy talk about making a deal to throw teenagers out of the forest and that he made a lot of money.

Two other rockers overhear the conversation and look over to the other table. 
Victor and Stella leave the cafe.

The two from the other table follow them and get in their way.
Guy 1: If you keep sticking your nose in other people`s business, you will regret it.
.

Guy 2: threatens them with a knife.
Light out!

9. Scene: In the city council
Sabine and Mrs Müller sit across from each other at the table.
Sabine: I called you earlier today. You said you wanted to tell me something about the incident in the forest.
Mrs. Müller: The teenagers who used that section of the forest totally ruined it. We have pictures to proof it.
Sabine: What happens to the area now that it is sealed?
Mrs. Müller: The area was originally planned for a restauraut. We told those teenagers that they could use it since we didn`t find an investor for the restaurant. And look what they did to it!
Now the situation has changed of course. Since they didn`t treat the forest properly we had to take it back. Also as I just heard there is a new investor, Mrs. Kassel. She would like to use the clearing to build a nice wellness hotel for this region. 
She has already given the city a great deposit. The city doesn`t have much money right now so they were glad when this deal came up. When the council board meets again in two weeks we will have to make a decision and sign the contract. The hotel could already be finished next summer.
Sabine: And what about the teenage group who used that place?
Mrs. Müller: Well, their time in the forest is over.
Light out.
10. Scene: group meeting in the cafe
The teenagers gather up in small groups to talk about the things that happened. 
Sabine: Hey guys, you know what I found out. They will build a wellness hotel in your spot in the forest.
Everybody speaking like a choir: A what??? 

Sabine: A wellness hotel.
Victor: What do we need that for?

Sabine:  Now I understand. It was all planned from the beginning so that they would get the construction permit to build the hotel.

Felix: And what are we supposed to do now?
Sabine: There is only one thing that we can do. We have to involve and notify the public and the media. 
Stella: Protest! (raises her fist)

Lulu: We need flyers, posters and so on….!

They go to the side and get flyers and things to throw in the air, pick up posters and march with it over the stage. 
They protest: You won´t chase us away, down with the hotel.
Music starts, demonstration: Hip Hop dance

You see everybody marching over the stage with posters of protest.
Light out.
11. Scene: voices (off)
Voice: Due to manipulation, the city council will draw back their agreement to the building plans of the hotel. A member of the city council is charged with corruption. A group of rockers were arrested for malicious damage and threat of force. 
(You see a picture of rockers who are arrested and taken away by police)
The area may now be used again by a certain teenage group. 
12. Scene: Place where the demonstration takes place
Flyer and sign lay all over the ground. The girl (dressed as a reporter) is standing in the middle of the chaos and she smiles.

You hear a sound and she is beamed out.
The camera remains on the ground.
Light out!
7. Finland    (theme: forest as a secret place)
Main character: Pekka

All main characters from the previous scenes appear to solve the final task together.

Map of Finland, pictures are shown to recognize it is taking place in Finland now. Zoom in:
A clearing in the forest, you can see a gate, surrounded by many trees.

The six main characters from all countries are beamed to the place.
.

Pekka: My goodness, what am I doing in the forest? We don`t have any problems. Who are you?
Maria:  I am Maria from Italy ….. (everybody introduces themselves)

Pekka: Ah, I recognize you.You are also the choosen ones. Cool to see you again here in Finland.
Marianna :  I just had an adventure. Not again please!
Agnes : Me too, doesn`t it ever stop.
Sabine und Fatma : These stupid guards of the universe.

Pekka:  I guess you all had your problem to solve. I didn`t so far.
Maria: I don`t care. I want to go home. And I want to go right now. They said after I solve the problem in my forest I could go back to my computer and my pizza. 
All but Pekka:
Yes, let`s go home!
The teenagers try to get into the forest, but the forest seals itself from them and they can`t go in. They are pushed back every time they try to get in.
Voice of the forest:  You are not worthy to pass this forest.  Only if you solve the mystery, I will let you enter.



        

Everybody: What do we do now?
Pekka looks aound.
Pekka:  Somehow this all seems so familiar. Oh yes, it is just like my computer game „secret forest.“
Voice of the forest: Bingo- game starts for six players. Get ready! 

Pekka:   As far as I remember the first problem that we have to solve is finding a magic red stone, which is under water.
Fatma:  Well, there is no water here.

Marianna:  No water at all, this is all crap.

All but Pekka: Yes, all nonsense!
Pekka: No, no you don`t understand. We have to play the game ourselves; otherwise we will not be able to go home. 
All but Pekka: Well, okay, and what are we supposed to do now?
Pekka: Pretend to be a lake. (everybody moves like a lake and water, they dive down to the ground of the lake. 
Sabine:  My, it is really cold and dark here (she is under water)

 Agnes: I can`t see a thing in this nasty dark water.

 Maria : There, look, I can see something red shimmering. 
Group: Go and get it!
They find the magic red stone.
Pekka: Now there should be a black and evil magician. He will threaten us.

(one plays the black evil magician (comedy)
Magician: What are you doing in my kingdom – disgusting intruder? I will kill you with my power. (star wars)
Group:  No, please let us live. We don`t want to intrude your kingdom. Have mercy on us. (they are begging)
Magician: I don`t care who you are and what you want. I will kill you anyway.

Pekka: Go ahead, Maria. Blind him with the red stone!

Maria holds the red stone close to the magicians face, so that he is blinded. Zing, Zing, the magician twitches, he crumbles to the ground (like Lord of the rings). 
Suddenly they are all in the middle of the forest.
They walk as a group together in formation (slow-motion) 
A huge elk stands in front of them. (Elk consists of three people with antlers)
Elk:  I will spear you onto my horns and tramp you to the ground. (makes sounds)
Everybody freezes and is scared. They want to run away. 
Pekka: No, no don`t run. The solution is to feign death.
All of them fall down at the same time and stretch their feet stiffly into the air. The Elk sniffs at their feet.
He is almost numbed by the smell of their feet, he starts to deviate and runs away. While he runs away he loses his antlers.
Group:  Man, that was close. Let`s hurry and go on.
They all walk on one after the other in formation (slow-motion).

It is getting dark and night falls. Sinister figures appear and threaten them (flash-light). You hear scary sounds. The group huddles together and sink to the ground to sit down. You hear things that are going on in their minds. (Fight with the parents, mobbing, being scared to be alone… you can only hear parts of it. 

It becomes morning. They have gotten over their fears and worries and conquered them.
Pekka: Come on let`s go on guys!

 The group moves on and gets lost in a swamp. The swamp gets deeper and deeper, they can hardly move their feet. They are exhausted.
Marianna: I can`t go on anymore.
Sabine: Me neither, I am tired.
All but Pekka: Yes, let`s sit down and rest.
Pekka:  No, we can`t, otherwise we will sink into the swamp. Hold hands and pull each other out. Come on, work together, or we won`t make it. I don`t want to be lost on the ground of somebodys hard drive.
Sabine:  Are you telling us a computer fairy tale? This is a game and nothing else.
Pekka:  Well the games name is secret forest and that has a reason. We are not just gamers, but the figures in the game. Believe me, the forest is serious. We better so what is requested.
Sabine :  Oh, come on. You are just pulling our leg and want to be important. We have been here for a while I am staying and taking a break.
Group is looking at each other not knowing what to do.
Pekka:  Let go of her hands but we go and move on.

The group is moving on. Sabine sinks deeper and deeper into the swamp. 
Sabine: Help me, please I am sinking in. Come back and help me. Come back!
The group is coming back to help her and they all pull together to get her out. They continue all together. The swamp takes all of their energy.
Fatma: Oh … I see my bed. I am home finally.

Group:  Where? We can`t see a bed. You must be dreaming. You must be seeing things. The samp wants to allure you and come back. Keep moving.
Fatma : No, I don`t want to. I can see it clearly. Let me go, I only want to sleep
Fatma wants to pull away from the other, she screams and fights and finally starts to cry.
Pekka:  Just don`t let go of her or she will be lost.
Group keeps pulling her with them. They quietly talk to her and calm her down. 
Maria : Hey, how about that? I don`t sink in anymore. The ground is hard like a rock.
Marianna:  Yeah, we made it. We can go home now.
They are all excited; give each other hugs and jump around. 
Suddenly they hear a weird screak, just like an earthquake. Everybody loses balance. A big gap opens up in front of them.
Agnes:  We will never make it down there and back up on the other side. Never. We have to go back.
Group: Yes, let`s go back!

They again hear the screak behind them and another gap opens up. They are only standing on a narrow path, far away from the edge. They are holding on to each other and are horrified.
All but Pekka : It is all over now. That`s it!
Pekka: No, that can`t be right. The game is not over yet. There has to be a solution. We have to walk on the narrow path. Don`t look down otherwise you will be pulled into the depths by the demons of the darkness.
The group slowly tries to walk on the path.
Fatma : Look, over there. I see a rope bridge. 
They reach the rope bridge.
Sabine: My goodness, it looks old and rotten.  The robes are mostly ripped. That is the end!
Pekka:  Well, we reached the end before. At least that`s what we thought and we have always found a way. Why not now?
Agnes :  Here, there is one more rope!
Pekka: Great! We will pull each other over - one at a time. Lay on your stomach, so you can keep your balance.
The group makes it over the rope. The first ones over, encourage the others. The last one (Giovanni) gets tired and doesn`t make it all the way over.
You can hear the voices of the demons.
Voices:  Come on, let go of the rope. We will catch you when you fall. Just let go and we will take you home where it is nice and warm. Your mom and dad are waiting for you. Just let go.
He lets go with one hand. Maria hangs over the edge his eyes wide open.
Pekka:  No, Maria, don`t let go. They are lying; they just want you to fall down.
Group: Hang in there, we will help you.

Pekka tries to go onto the rope and reach Maria. But the weight is too much for the one rope. (stretching sounds from the rope)
Group: Oh, my, the rope is ripping apart, the bridge is falling down, hold on to it.
The rope rips on one side, the bridge is now just hanging on one side with both Maria and Pekka on it.
Group: Pull, …..Pull….They all gasp for breath because they pull so hard. We can do it!
Pekka und Maria appear at the edge of the gap. Everybody is exhausted and the sit down. The congratulate each other for saving them. 
Light changes 
Voice of the forest:  You solved the seven mysteries. 95 out of 100 points. Very good result. You are now worthy to enter the secret forest. Password: grass 15 XL, please save the password. Game over.

Light changes
The group is standing on the clearing from the beginning again.

Group: That can`t be right. This was the beginning of the game. Not again!!
Pekka: Well, doesn`t every computer game have the same beginning? I just hope the password works. 
Group: grass 15 XL (they are shouting)

The forest opens up, they go into it and disappear.
Black 
8. Epilogue
Stage just like prologue
Guards of the universe (off): The six choosen teenagers have accomplished their tasks very successfully. The forest is saved. The universe is in balance again. Turn of the transmitter. Beam them back home.
Sound. Stroboscope light.

The pictures of the choosen ones appear again from the beginning. You see the map, which is zoomed out now.

You see Europe, than it gets smaller and smaller. You see the world, than the earth from the universe – only a dot in the galaxy. 
Dark. 
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